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SHERMAN.
COLUMBIA OUBS I

Occupation ofthe Capi¬
tal ofSouth Carolina.

Beauregard Officially Announces that
Sherman Reached the City

on February 17.

CEASLESTOi IS BEHG EVACUATED.

The Rebels Admit that the Occupa¬
tion of Columbia Necessitates the

Fall of Charleston*

Zt is Presumed that Sherman
Will Make Charleston

His Base.

Rumored Capture of Augusta,
Georgia.

No General Engagement Has
Occurred.

mm accounts op sherman's progress,
Ac., Ac., &c.

THE OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT.
Soarotacy Stanton to Major General Dlx.

War Dbfartmknt, 1
Washington, Feb. 18, 1865. J

Ityar Gsneral Dix, New York.
Ike announcement of tbe occupation of Colum- I

Ho, S. C., by General Sherman, and the probable
avaonation of Charleston, haa been communicated
ta tho department in the following telegrams JuBt
taoeired from Lieutenant General Grant.

EDWIN M. STANTON, Secretary of War.

General Grant to Secretary Stanton.

Oirr Point, Feb, 18.1:46 P. M.
Boa. C. M. Stanton, War Department:.
The Richmond Dispatch of this morning says

Bhmrman enter*# Columbia yesterday morning,
mnd Us fall necessitates, it presumes, the fall qf
QuoUeton, which H thinks is already being
.MMwated. U. 8. GRANT,

Lieutenant General.
BSOONn DESPATCH.

Crrr Point, Va., Feb. 18, 1865.
Bon. E. If. Stanton, War Department:.
The following is taken from to-day's Richmond

Dispatch:.
Oolunbla baa fallen! Sherman marched Into and took

fHseaion of the city yesterday morning. The intclli-

geaoe ras communicated yesterday by General Beaure¬

gard Inan official despatch.
Columbia la situated on the north bank of the Conge¬

sts riva, just below tbe conQucnoe of the Saluda and

Broad rl'eri.
From toneral Beauregard's despatch It appears that

an Thursday evening the enemy approached the aouth
bank of the Congaree and threw a number of

Aells Into the city. During the night they moved

¦p the river, and yesterday morning forded the Saluda

.ad Broad 1vers. While they were crosslngahese riven
oar troopt under General Beauregard, evacuated
Columbia, rhs enemy soon after took possession,
through private sources we learn that two days ago,

/ when it wai decided not to attempt the defence of

Columbia, a large quantity of medical stores, which it

was thought Uwas Impossible to remove, were destroy#!'
(fee female ennloye* of the Treasury Department hid

been previously sent off to Charlotte, N. C., a hundred

¦11m north of Columbia We presume the Treasuiy
¦thographlc establishment was also removed, although is

to this we have m positive information.
The fall of Ctlumbla necemUata, toe presume, the

seaeuatio* of Charleston, which we think likely is al

ready in process ofevacuation.
It Is impossible ti say where Sherman will next direct

Ms columns. The gmeral opinion Is that h* trill go to

Phorf.<on and alabith a ban there; but we oonfess we

As not see what need be has of a base. It is to be pre
¦sated he la subelsthg on the country, and he has had

«S hauls to exhaust bis ammunition. Before leaving
Savannah he declared his Intention to march to Colum¬

bia, thence to Augusta, and thenoe to Charleston. This
was uttered as a boast aad to hide bis designs. We are 41s

fsaod to believe that hi rill nest rtrUee at Charlotte, which
Mo hundred miles north of Columbia, on tbe Charlotte
Sad Columbia Railroad, or it Florence, 8. C., the Junction
at the Columbia and WLmlngton and the Charleeton
and Wilmington railroads, some ninety miles east of
Ostauabia.
there was a report yesterday thst Inputa kadeistUm

bbs ftp the tntmf This we to not believe.
Wo have reason to feel ssseisd that nearly the whole
German's army Is at Columbia, and that the report

Aat Behoteld waa advancing en Augusta was untrue,
fbe Richmond Whig says.
She Charleston JCsmtry of Saturday announces a brief

.sspeoaton sf that paper, with a view a Mi iew+orarp re

anoal to emiiher point This le rendered necessary by tbe

pwgiess of military events, cutting It off rrom the mall
fcethtlee tor distributing Its paper to a targe portion of

Ss sabeerlbcrs, whife the tack of transportation renders
Ss supply of paper preoaiioua
Sesames has been made a rear admiral, and will

lake eossmaad of the Jssms river squadron.
j

U. S. GRANT, Lieutenant General.

REBEL ACCOUNTS.

Ttae Sovrment on Colombia.
.uaninniNa in front or thr city on frb. 14.

(From the Richmond Examiner, Feb 16.]
Sherman's saovtmenta in SuuUt Carolina sUll draw at-

SHERMAN IN THE HEART OF SOUTH CAROLINA.
Occupation of Columbia, the State Capital..Probable Evacuation of Charleston.
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tention. Parties who lofl Colombia on Friday tool report

a general belief that Sherman had out looee from Branch-
vllle and was moving towards Kingsvilla or Colombia.
The Congaree [haa to be crossed before reaching either
place. At Kingsville Sherman would be able to destroy
the Colombia and Charlotte and Wilmington and Man¬
chester Railroads at one and the same time. Bat thla la
looking very far into the distanoe and over the head of a
great many uncertainties.
We have but little that Is substantial In these specula-

tions beyond the general fact that Sherman's main force |has turned Branchvllle, and has probably got aa far as

Orangeburg, on the CoHftnbla road. The bridge across

the Edlsto, uhlch was reported to have been burned by
our troops in the face of Sherman's advance, la four miles
on the east of Midway, and directly on the route to
Orangeburg, fifteen miles distant.

It is probable that the movements on the road between
Branchvllle and August* are merely those of de¬
tachments of cavalry and raiding psrtMs. The
main portion of the enemy's army is, undoubt¬
edly, that which baa demonstrated upon Branch¬
vllle. Sherman, adventurous as he Is, will hardly at¬
tempt the simultaneous rapture of Charleston, Augusta
and Columbia. But it may be, If he is permitted to hold
Branchvllle, he will determine at Ail leiturt wtutXer to
m>j9f Mi mainforce upon tWuwtiia or AuffuMa, or to take
the third court*, and go down to Charitttow for a new bate
qf operation*. t

A Columbia paper of Sunday last says that General
Beauregard and staff, consisting of Colonel Otey, Colonel
Rice, Captain Beauregard, Captain Ferry and Dr. Brodie,
had arrived in that city, and were stopping at Nickerson's
Hotol there.
The same paper states that a portion of the enemy's

forces have crossed the South Edlsto at Bennaker'e ferry,
and are slowly pushing forwsrd towards the north branch
of that river; and It thinks that the probabilities are that
this movement Is made for the double purpose of cutting
the Columbia and Charleston road and Wilmington and
Manchester road at or near Kingsville. This, however,
is speculstion ; and the facts are only those which weve
stated, In another and official form, some days ago.

litis.
Wo learned at a late hour last night that a despatch

had been received here In one of the offices of the govern¬
ment stating that the local force in Columbia had been
ordered out, and that ikirmitking teas going on witt Ms
enemy in On vicinity ef Ual citg. The despatch Is dated
the 14th Inst.

The Csvslry Movement Against Angesta.
FURTHER PARTICULARS OP Tit CAVALRY BATTLE

AT AIESN.

[From the August* Chronicle, Feb. M.]
The federals on Thursday morning were at Windsor,

about trteen miles from Aiken. It Is not known In what
force. No movements were made by them en Thursday.
Cause of thin not seeertslned.
The troops la the vicinity of Windsor sfs Kllpatrick's

corps.
It Is reported that Generala Hampton and Wheeler en¬

gaged the enemy ea the Tth and Itk, repuMng Uiem at
all points. Our lees about esvsaly tilled, wounded and
missing; thpt of the enemy mueh greater.
The enemy are reported to he meftng towards the

Congaree river.
A geatleman from CoJassbla slates that Sloeum's corps

is moving en that city en this sMs ef the Edlsto. His
main line, whsn Isst heard from, wss on Um railroad.

It Is staled In Columbia that KU>atrtek's oerpe ie pro¬
tecting Mocsm's left.

It le ascertained the* Farter Is Benin movtng on Charts*-
to*. When last honed from h* wee si Obesa Food.

It le net known where Genersl Rhermnn himself is.
Barnwell eourt houss wss homed en Meadey night.
The rondo si* teeming with vehicles, slock snd nil

kinds of nernhie property, fleeing for Georgia and apper
Carolina

Antlelpnllsns Whleh Were Doomed do
Disappointment.

. ITVom the Cslombls |S C.) Carolinian, Feb II)
The facts, briefly, sre that a portion of the enemy's

forcss hsve crossed the fteuth Edlsto at Bennnk r s
forry, and are slowly puahing fonranl towards Ihe
uorlb branch of thnt rttsr. The probabililsa. brkifly,

an that this movement la made for the Arable purpose
ofoutting the Colombia and Charleston toad a»d Wil¬
mington and Manchester road at or Mar KlhgavUl*.
Thla done Bherman Will hare achieved what he
may deem an Important object preliminary to
the capture of Charleston.namely, the bisection of
three important branches of supply. That he will
suoceed In doing this we have doubts.very grave doubts;
for we know something of the dangerous operations of an
army in the bands of Beauregard ; but admitting Sher¬
man's sococss to the eitent named, what reason Is there
to anticipate an immediate advance on Columbia? We
can recall none. True, Colombia la the capital of the
State, the abode df wealth, the theatre of moch enter
prise, but beyond theee attractive feature* it Is

nothing compared to the grander game of Charles¬
ton, ca the capture of which the energies of
the whole Yankee army below us are now bent. Tkey
cannot operate on Charleston from Columbia, and they
will not leave Columbia on a northward march while
Charleston stands. To believe It Is contrary to common
sense, oontrary to a knowledge of Sherman's character
and confessed determination, and contrary to all military
strategy. Possibly a mid may be made here for the pur¬
pose of creating a diversion. It wiU notjind us imprt

Long before Columbia falls we Mt Jbr a battle and a

victory commensurate in its consequences with the great
Interests now at stake.one which will prove that "Qod

Is fighting by our side, although with visor down," and
that he hat eowcJUqfrd to Souik (Carolina the prrmdprivi
lege of cloting as the began tkii war.in trmmph.
The Valiant South Carellslans Propose
to L«t Sherman Atone If II* Will Only
RstlMi

[From the Columbia Carolinian, Feb. 11.)
Whether 8herman's objective point is Augusta,

Charleston, Columbia or Richmond, or all four, does )
not, to unskilled eyes, yet appear. One thing, however,
la certain, that every mile of ground the federal army
leaves behind It.provided the latter Is promptly met
and attacked at the proper tine.it to mmch pained to w.
We have troope, our generals are watchful, and we
firmly believe that withinXwenty days Uere will be iwM a
concenti utiun of tirength and amamit at tnll make the YanJtee
tnwmandtr tremble fur kit tafiy He may be permitted to
move on our railroads and to penetrate oar Interior, but

-jtheee triumphs must be short The condition of the
country will oompel him to go forwsrd or back, and
that right quickly. If he comee forward, a reception
awaits him uallke that which be encountered in bis
career through Georgia; If he goes to Charleston, hs
may find himself afflicted in front and rear, If be re-
tens the way he came that will be /wf what we afi de¬
sire Me to do, and we stall As content Is M Mm alone. On
ths whole, though eome hearts an perturbed with ex¬

pectations of a auddea appearance of the enemy, we
think the aspect not discouraging, especially If our peo¬
ple will but do their duty. By all means, whenvsr
Sherman advances, let him lied nothing en which to
feed man or beast.

The Rebel Reports mt the Behavlsr mt
Bhsrmnn's Troope.

(From ths Columbia Ouerdisa, Feb. 11.]
We have cenverssd with planters from Barpwell dts

trlst, who havs made their way through the lines of ths
saemy's advenes, and who represent their conduct
ss still thoroughly characteristic of the meet brutal
vandalism Ths village at BvMrd'a Bridge hss been
burned te the ground; the residences of ths planters
so the route which were left nnoecupled were Inva¬
riably destroy* And where the families still re
malned In their dwellings, they were subjected
not only robbery, but to various kinds of In¬
sult. Pistole were clapped to the bowoms of women,mothers and wives ; tlie robber* refused to wait until
doers snd drawers could be unlocked, broke open roth
lastly |be finest cabinets and nparttnento, destroyed or
earned off at pleasure, and, to enforce their demand*,threatened the house with Are over the heads of the In
hab tants. They traversed ths precinct, It appears, in
scattered bands of Ifteen or twenty, sometimes will 'and
sometimes without any officer, the officer in general ci,m
mand of the«e predatory parties being understood to bo a
Colonel Rohbins, who evidently nnd rnlnenlly dcservi*
that the letter <1 should be restored t > his name, as of
natural rglit belonging In it lie was probably < ho*< n
fur hia tveik Ueauso o. bis merits ss a picareun

Rumored Evacuation of Wil¬
mington.

Heavy Concentration of Union Tioops
in North Carolina.

The Exohange of Prisoners
Praotioally Resumed,

Lee Calls for a Large Force
of Negroes.

They ire to be Placed at Hii Disposal to
be Used as lie LikM,

*c., fcc., *c.

Reported E*Mi>tlon of Wllmligtaa.
MOVIUKNTH or TflR UNION TROOPR IN NORTU CARO¬

LINA.
[From the Richmond Diapatch, Feb 10. ]

It «m reported yeiterdav morning that our troop* were

mtmatinff Witminpbm. Toe report in not confirmed by
official rttwpalfihe* received yenterday The Yankee pa¬
per* itate that General Jerry hi mil In the vicinity of
Fort FUher, and waiting for General Hoke to attack him.
Hitherto the Yankee preee hare represented Terry a*
.bout to march toward* Wilmington with the confident
expectation of taking the place. Fort Andernon provea

. more effecttial obstruction than tliey had anticipated
General Baker, In command of our force* at Gold*boro,

reporu to the War Department that he ha* reaeon to be
lleve (A* nu-my art ooncmtratimg at IVewt+m, and that they
have with Uiem material* for repairing the railroad from
Newbern te Kinnton.

Scout* who came Into Klnnton on the nlcht of the 11th
report that Foeter i* in command at Newbern, and that
two thouaand of the Eighteenth army (orp* have arrived
there, making the number of troo|«« at the poet about five
thousand. It I* reported, and believed, In Kiuaton that
th* eneuiv have landed two locomotive* and two tran*<
port load* of railroad iron at llnrebead City It ia not
apprehended in Klneton that the enemy dealgn an early
movement in that direction

The Firhaage of Prleonere.
(From the Richmond Kxaipiner, Feb. IS ]

More than two thouaand Confederate prisoner* have
already been returned to Richmond Mnce the restitu¬
tion or the exchange. The true# boat went down yeeter
day, expectfhg U> brin| Op from Bbulwpjr*'* landing about
one thouaand more. * Iq addition to lie*® we teem that
Colonel Htilford expected tnlre would arrive yeeierday
at Fortrew Monroe,** r uU for exchange, two thouaand
of our prlaooert. <Bo flar u>"*i of thaae men b*ve been
drawn imm the prtaon at Point Lookout, and the moot
diatant prltoaa will probably bare their tarn nerved teat.
Point Ixmkou> ia prybaMy the toqgt popuiou* of the Yankee
prioone, »nd conulflM eome time ago *«v*n tboucaiid
Confederal* prteoijem The ntunber of Confederate* in
the hand* or the *temf, u reduced to privat**, will, we
learn, eireed forty UtetpaiM tpon. The return of our
prisoner* at thl* time ia moet beneficial ia a military point
of vi«w.
rateoNKR* brnt to opr linm from ntrmanwD.

J From the Richmond Examiner Feb. 10 )
One Uioueand Ave hundred and etghteWn Yankee pri¬

soner* of war, including one rommiaaiened oflleer. l-leu-
tenant Hurra*, Thirteenth New Hemt-elilre regiment, a
boat ag" who he* been held In conflnement for *evernl
wionihe.were sent down the river yeiterdav. The Alli¬
son carried down font hundred and the Hchult* four huu-
dred end seventeen.

In view of the rraepectlvn exchange, eeventeen hnn
dred are expected down from Danville to day, with a
number of ollicer*.

Operation* on (he Peter*hnr| l,lne*.
(From the Rli hmond Dl*p*tch. Feb lw 1

There we* a cannouade of ae\ vial hour* duration on
o r left, near the Appomattox, on Wedn^eday exening

With tlilt exception nothing of moment occurred On
the Petenbnr*. line* picket firing he*, hy the tnclt
content of ix Iti | artiee, vory much ilarkrtied
within lh" pact !<\vdaye. Tho enemy no- quiet in their
fhtrerchincnt «-n Hatcher'* run "Pi row* n out M< ft' y
lilghl the riiitiliiii'R of nutfoii* ntl'l *rt II fy < a* !ie»rd i u
1.1.1, .t * line*, m toe l». itfUlioi liood of IKeu llo.tom. It

«w Mppooed thai Oi/BSJftf tiVMbrring a Hoary body
of troops to tbe portlM - JEW" may be simply the
return of the troop* asm er«t*o ivtcrsborg to partici¬
pate la Um lUtcher'a nntftltw Monday.

B«bel V«fro Soldiers.
Ill 0ALL8 FOB A LAROB FORCE OK NCOROI8.

[From the Richmond Examiner, Feb. IS ]
The Idea of employing negroes to help in the defence

of their homci has greatly ripened In the public mind;
and especially since the atrocious ultimatum or the ene¬
my at Hampton Roads haa fully brought homo to as all

'the Imperative neeearity of bringing but and using all
the olemouls of form which we can poasibly command.
It is also very well known that TJeuetal Lee, who 1k«s
accepted the powers and responsibilities of General In-
Chief, urgently oalU Jir a large force of n'tfrm lo be
placed at his disposal, to be used according to his best
Jadgment The eoun'ry v-iil not re it hire ho iL-ny to Gene
ral Let, In tbe present poaitiou of affaire, onytAwiy he may
aak for.

In the President's message at the opening of tbe pre-
aent fen- Ion the aupject wax most injudiciously presented
for the first time to pribllc attention. coupled as itl was
with a suggestion that emancipation might be held out
to negro soldiers as a reward for faithful service. This
auggeatlon was said, and justly said, to contain and to
'affirm the wbole doctrine of abolition because, if eman¬
cipation be a "reward" to negroes, then freedom is a
bolter statu fbr negroes than iflavery Hut in rop.y to this
It was urged they Mitnlc it a boon and a blessing; they,
will deem it a reward, end will give more leaioa* and
faithful service In the hope of it. Thin Implies that we,
the white race are no longer to Judge for negroes, but
leave them to judge for them^-lvea that we an; not only
to withdraw our rare and guidance from them, but also
to cheat them, by holding out to them ok a hlemlng Hut
which we know would prove a curse Tills, therefore, is
also abolition; and the worse sort of abolition, because It
would b-' abandonment of the negro rare In this country
to misery and eventual extirpation It Is abolition, not
of negro Hlnverv only, but of negroes also
8uch were tho obvious reflections whlrh ocrurrod to

thoughtful minds on toeing the Mtifrgestiou In the I'resi¬
dent's message; and up to this time tbe judgment* of
men upon the whole measure, tut a practical Measure,
have be<-n disturbed by the introduction of topics which
raised a question of morals arid right So fur as right
and morality are concerned, the position of the Southern
people Ih and ban been Impregnable. They feel that the
relation of master and slave hit* been a blowing to
tbe slave; that they have profited tho negro race SUCh
more than that race has wer profited them ; and what
Is more, they know that they, the plun'ert <\f the South,
are Ike »tily defence at the ntgr&a affnitul that «nn# unary
Jf'rlkrrn " philnntkr< j>y (f) whl< h would deprive them of
the protection of owner*, in order that they may disap¬
pear from the faro of the earth and leave their place
Open to miserable tsMIe lalorert vnirkintr f r thr mint-
mm of daily bread I'poti every ground of juslice
end humanity, this Southern people feels It-elf
entitled, and Indeed bound, to hold Its existing re¬
lation with the black race, so long as poxclble
If compelled by the strong nece»*ity of self pre^-r
vation to abandon or to modify tint relation, it
will be under atrong protest, and taking heaven and
earth to witnee* that toe blood of those simple creature*
does not stain our handa

It is also very certain that negroes are not Intended for
soldier*, and uill never tight vhen they ran dWMi it, and
that tf we oould but collect and bring back the absentees
without leave, now on the rolls of our armies, we should
never have to consider tbe project of alloying with this
base material the pure metal of our Confederal* rank

Yet, when all this has Iwn said, sun come* back the
urgent question, bow to meet the formidable ami multi¬
tudinous hosts of » vindictive invader thia very rprtngT
and elao tbe not loss urgent demand of tbe great soldier
on whom we all depend to command our armie*. for
power to uae negro, s in d'fenoe of tbe county Who
will lake the responsibility of refusing that appeal?

Cdngress has now several bill* before It, intended to
authoriie this description of fdfte But Congreen
1* nomeiahet slow and timid this aeaaion: Its
|eg|*latlon alms at too much esactitude In pro
vtdlng for every contingency and preacriMng forma
and restrictions; anil the consequence Is thai Urns
passe*, and the needful thing still remains to lie done
As we have a commander in-ohlef. as thii sperms of
force i* to he created at hi* express request, and as be
will have tbe care of organising and deposing It.
something should be trust) d to hi* discretion. And
with this view we should sreatly approve tbe simple
amendment propoat d on Tuesday, enartlng "that
the UenSfnl In-Chief be and is hereby Invested with
the full power to call Into the service of the
ronfedetat'- Hlntes, lo perform any duty to which he
may as'lgn them, .» many of the able imdied
slaves within the Cor'wierate Plates, as. In his judg¬
ment, the o*tg. ncie* of tbe public serv re may require/'
This make* no alluklon to the future status oi tbe slaves

. o lo he emplo\od Conges* cannot change thai status,
nor empov er the CetiMisI to change It Therefore it
leave* all that for future consl<ft>rtlon In Htste l^gf
lattiree It also avoids all special proviso* as to the
proportion ef lho<e taken from a partleular plantation to
those who .»re I ft, filiating thai to the prac n al sagacity
und justice of general I<m It clothes him with cr»-nt
power and load* him wtth heiu'y revpnnMbll.ty If h
i willing to wield thrt iiwer and shoulder that f
>p« nsibil tr, in the Minn of Hod I t b m have them

|i has In en t< o etigrnl! iissiNWi tn dt cttfstng tM
matter Hint >on . »Mit fairly o peft r*egrt> s to Bgtii '

the <ouutry without i-r« mi* tig the tla freedom. Win'

Would they have more n»nke In the country fr »iaen
titan us kUvMf Would they hove a Im-icci uutr iu ii«lit
for an freemen than as i-la. ehf II no tbeu they »u»M l«i
elevated and made happier by beinif mode freemen It
an, here if aboliiloniMU again abolitionum pure ami sun-
pie. Those who thus attirin either are abol.tiuul'la
in thulr hearts, or else they eaa give uu K'JM'
reason why they are not Ho desire to we this incut
urgent, practical 4 e«tiou cleared and di>eml<arruM-ed of
theorlen and arguments. The tiling to be done m 10 taku
the slaves and to get their service, ll wo Id not lie 1 110
Aral tltne that slav. a hnve fuufht Tor their country , nd
certainly negro hlaves have a far stronger Interest in <<e-
fending a country where they have a master and pro¬
tector and nn assured home than one in which tie y
would be left expoFed, without defence, to the cruel he.
uevofeuce of Yankee abolitionist*. If we m il' use ne¬
groes iu defence ol our bom 1, lef 1 < <i> so; but, for their
sake aa well aa for our own, let us beware of giving any
con* nt or adhesion to the doctrine that p < pic of lh.it
race gain by being turned wild.or ' uiude Iree," if wo
are to use that improper Yankee cant.

General Ltt'i Idea or th« Nltuatlon.
UK KKLl.H NO Ai*PHKHKNMON ABOUT TUK IHHUB Or

THE WAR.
[From the Ricbtnoud Whig, Feb. 1C.j

We copy from the i'etersburg £ prett of yesterday,
the following interesting correspond nee. which ..spei.ks
for itself " The declaration to whicn General Wis*
refers is a declaration in favor ol the prosecution of the
war until our independence is achl ved

HKAlXjUARlKRS, WlHK'S liKIU'HK, )
Tkkkcheh kkak I'ktkii rcro, Va. Fob. 1, 1606 J

To General Rorrrt E Lkk, Commanding, 4c .
Gk.vkiul- The foregoing diclmalH>n of sentiments was

yesterday, the 31st day of January, ult. , adopted In gene¬
ral mooting of the oli'ccrs and men of this brigade, with
but very fow (some two or three) dicuenting voices, and
those dilfcring but little. and more aa to tortus of expres¬
sion than as to t}je matter.

L in person, submitted the subject to the brigade, and
took the vote, whicb was nearly ununliuoua in favor of
the declaration as uow present' d. They have requested
me to forward them to you as an expression of their con¬
fidence Iu you as a patriot and tbe.r commandor-in chief,
and as au assuiauce or their dvotion 10 the cause of
their country. This I take great pleasure in doing, and

1 I am, most respectfully, your obedient servant,
HENRY A Wl.^K, Brigadier General.

Hraixjcakssrs, Ahmt Nohtukkn Virginia, )
Feb. 4, 1*«5. f

Brigadier General Hkmrt A. Wihk, Commanding, Aic.
Grkrkal:. I have received the detlaiatiou of prin¬

ciples and rights made by your brigade, und return my
thanks to yourself, your otiicers and men. The spirit
evinced in this document Is the true one. If our people
will sustain the noble soldiers of the confederacy and
evince the same resolution and fortitude under their
trials which have characterized the aru.y, J/el n» app,r-
tension about IKt if tut of (hit on ef 1 do not tee how we

can, by any compromise or negotiation, abate aught of
the rights claimed iu this admirable declaration without

r surrender of the liberties we derived from our ances¬
tor*.
As long st our soldiers are animated by such senti¬

ments and supported by the country, 1 believe that our
overthrow is beyond the power of tbo enemy. Vc*y
respectfully, your obedunt servant

R. E. LEE, General.

SHENANDOAH.
Cavalry Expedition Up the

Valley. . .

THE CAROLINA IRON WORKS DESTROYED.

XZot Skirmishing with the Aebel
Cavalry,

Ju*

M*. CkarUi H. famll'i Dctpttcliei-
WucuBrrm, Va., Feb. 17, IBM.

General Sheridan recently obtained Information thai
the rebel military authorities were Industriously work¬
ing an Iron furnace in the 'upper valley, conveying tbe
Iran after It waa worked to BUnnton, from thence per
railroad to Richmond, where the Iron waa fabricated Into
AM and aball tor the rebel army. The Kn wa- eon-

Toyed to sleighs from the furnace to Btaunton. General
Sheridan placed the matter in the handa of Major Gene¬
ral Merrill, temporary commander of ibe cavalry corpa,
who at once devised an expedition to destroy the rebel
Iran worka
For this duty a detachment of three hundred picked

men of the First and Sixth regiments of Michigan cav¬

alry, under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Max-
well, of the Orst named regiment, were detailed. Tbe
command left camp near this town at dusk on the even¬

ing of tbe 16th Inst., proceeding up the main valley
pike, over roads covered with mow, so that it waa with
difficulty the correct route could be pursued. The com¬

mand passed through Kernstown, over Hog ran, through
Newtown and Middletown, panning the battle field of the
10th of October, crossed Cedar ereek, passed through
Sua; burg, Fisher's Hill and Round Top, over Tom's
Bank, Few's crock and through Woodsto. k, all without
molestation, until they rearbed a point within thro
miles of Edlnburg.
The troop* man bed all night. Flankers, and advance

and rear guards were thrown out, and everything kept
well in hand to prewot surprise or sudden attack. The
point above named »ai reached at three o'clock, A. M.,
when the advance guard came to the Shenandoah river,
and were fired npon by a rebel picket stationed on tho
opposite utile, near the bridge. Our troops soon din-ov¬
er d thai the planks had been lakrn up from tlio bridge.
The river was high, und not fordable, so that plunks were
speedily procured, the bridge repair d. and onr tr<«>p*
Crowed, the enemy's pickets, which bad gathered in
consldershle numbers, deputing the pa*w»ge by a on-
staiit fualhdo.
On reaching the sonth side of the river a new obstacle

presented Itself, in the rha|x* of a -iroug iron wire fen< o

thrown across the road, and so obscure that It waa not
discovered until our trooiwrs' horses r.in against It The
removal of these ob*tai les oe. npled but a short time, as
the troops moved with alacrity und good will. The com

hmnd then pushed on, hoptni' to surprise the reserve or
muiti body of the rebels, which were sapposed to be
within a half mll« of the rn-er Our troop* push d on
at a rapid trot, proceeded three miles beyond the river,
but tbe main body of the rebels did not discovi r them
selves Thro of our men were wounded, one of them
mortally, whiie re|iairlug the bridge.
Our troops remained at Kdiuburg until eleven A M

on the ldth, gatherttig fuch information as m ght con¬
duce to the success of the expedition
The command was then divided, one half r turmnz

down the Valley pike, and the other half proeeediiw:
lh rough Fort Gap, between Three Top Mountain and
Peaked Ridge, to a point on Water Lick creek, to tho
Carolina Iron Furnace the objecth e |H»itil of the e\pe
dltion. The f mace wm to lull blast, and hundreds of
ton* of Iron ore and smelted Iron were found on tho
ground The hands at work at the furnace lied at
the approach of our troops. The building*
and trmchlnery for currying on tho work* were
destroyed This accomplished, our second P"rty °f
troops returned bHW by the way of Hlg Fort
valley. On the route rebel guerilla* and detaHinotfite of
regular troop* were seen and engaged by our troops. A
number of the rebels were unsaddled and se%rral cap¬
tured The command made a Junction with the other
detachment that evening, near Cedar creek, on the \ alley
road.
The detachment that returned by the valley pike, ae

companylng which w*is Capla n Martlmlale, of General
Torbert'i staff, and IJeotenaM Baker, of General Mer¬
rill s staff, were not so fortunnle. After they left Bdin-
burg they were pursued by a tquadron of one hnndred
rebel cavalry soldier*. At timer they attacked our
rear guard vigorously when our men wonld stand to
repel the stta< k the rebel* would hesitate at our lire At
one lime they charged between our main body and our
rear guard of fourteen m«n, among whom was Cap'atn
Martindale. Our men, seeing their safety waa in their
determination, (barged the rtbela and rejoined the main
foree

Passing through Woodntock.which was dooe after
dark.onr irooi* captured quite a number of homes
Our troo|ie reached their camp after dark las', night
The result of the expedition may be summed up ss fol¬

lows:.-TlM destruction of a valuable Iron fi.-rnare, frem
which the rebels were getting oat from sinty to ons

hundred ton* of Iron per dsy for military |<srp<ise*,
capturing ftfleen rebel soldiers, killing sad wounding
Several others. ....

Oar los* wss trilling. Captain Msrtlodale a or<l rly
waacaplur'd Onr Wounded were brought Into camp
Our troop* behsved with gallsnlry, snd It wss owing

to this fact tlist the expedition *** suciearful. The lima

occupied In accomplishing ths work was a lltlM over

twenty four hours; and the dlstsn.e travailed nearly

"'C of '/he rebel prisoners report that tha main body
of the rebel troop* la ths valley are at Rtaunlon. Many
of lbs rel- ls sre ahsent on furlough, with orders to le

nort to tli» lr commands by March I
_

Nine guerilla' were captured last night near tha Win
< beater an.) Vartlnshi.rg pike, north of HU-venson's da

isit Their borwes and equipments wera alao raptured
Tho credit of tl»A aila.r belongs to the ragnlar cavalry
brti,a<!<>
h in imowtft* to thl* nrrtton of Iho valley.

WtNtnwTea, Va., Feh. 1*. *.
A party of our >couts has Just returned from an eipe-

.M on up th" valley, bringing with them quit.1 a nnmber
f |r 'i. re, among whom is ( oh net Tbta Mersey, of

the Twelfth Viniuia rebel cavalry.


